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Each Lent, the Church invites us to slow down 
and enter into practices of prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving. It’s an invitation to create space in our 
lives, and to reflect on God’s great love for us, 
most perfectly evident in the Paschal Mystery. 
Here at St. John Before the Latin Gate, we 
hope to give our parishioners an opportunity 
to reflect on the meaning of this season in a 
unique way, through our Lenten Mission.

This year, our Lenten Mission will take 
place over three evenings — beginning Sunday, 
March 29, and continuing Monday, March 30, 
and Tuesday, March 31, from 6:30 until 8 p.m. 
each night in the church. The theme of the 
mission will be Divine Mercy with special guest 
speaker, Fr. Chris Alar, MIC, Director of the 
Association of Marian Helpers at the National 
Shrine of the Divine Mercy, in Stockbridge, 
Mass. A gifted author and speaker, Fr. Chris 
will address topics such as the meaning of the Mass, common questions 
about Catholicism, and why a loving God would allow suffering. At the heart 
of his message is God’s love and mercy, seeking to “Proclaim that mercy is the 

Parishioner, Justyna Creager, is 
passionate about the message of 
Divine Mercy, originating in her 

home country of Poland, and looks 
forward to others learning about 
God’s love at our Divine Mercy 

Lenten Mission.
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Divine Mercy Lenten Mission continued from front cover

Making a Lenten commitment is 
simple. Keeping it is the difficult 

part! The Lenten commitments we 
make ourselves are frequently a lot like 
New Year’s resolutions — they sound 
good, but we don’t get far into the new 
year before they’ve been broken and 
then abandoned.

If you are like me, you approached 
Ash Wednesday with the intention of 
doing better than you did last year. But 
as Lent continues, our enthusiasm may 
wane, and it seems harder and harder 
to keep our commitment. And then we begin to wonder, 
“What’s the point?” 

Often, we realize we’ve already broken our 
commitment in some way — perhaps we decided we’d 
pray a decade of the Rosary every evening, but we were 
too tired one night or simply forgot. Maybe we slipped 
up and ate a cheeseburger on the first Friday in Lent, 
even though we know that all Fridays in Lent are days 
of abstinence from meat. So we conclude that we just 
can’t keep a good Lenten commitment and give up 
trying to make it a special season in any way.

If you’re tempted to give up, don’t do it! Just pick 
up where you left off, ask God for forgiveness, and begin 
again. Our Lenten commitments should challenge us, 
and we can grow spiritually. We can even benefit from 
our failures if they help us better realize how much we 
need God’s grace.

After all, nothing worthwhile is accomplished 
without discipline and structure. Whether it’s a football 
player in training, a musician practicing or a medical 
student mastering the intricacies of the human body, 
hard work, discipline and even frustration will be part 
of the process. Only those who keep at it will master 
the skills those activities demand.

The spiritual life follows the same principles. 
Spiritual growth requires hard work, discipline and 
practice. Making our wills conform to God’s will is the 

result of repeated efforts over a period 
of years.

It is true that sometimes we must 
reevaluate our Lenten commitments. If 
we are aware we’re consistently failing in 
some way, we may need to modify how 
we approach our commitment. Above 
all, the key to success is our steady, 
day-to-day observance of prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving all through the season.

But when we do fail, we should 
remember the Prodigal Son (Luke 
15:11-32). He had failed miserably. 

Suppose he had concluded, “I’ve blown it. I rejected 
my father and my home. There’s no way I can go 
back.” He’d have given up in despair. But “coming to 
his senses,” he decides to return home in penitence, to 
be a servant. When he arrives home, he is welcomed 
with joy and restored to his position.

This parable sets forth the pattern we should follow 
when we fail in our Lenten commitments. Begin our 
observance again, and keep up our Lenten journey, 
eventually arriving at the joys of Easter. God our 
Father will welcome us. Then we will indeed be ready 
to celebrate.

One way to draw closer to Christ though His passion 
would be to come to the Stations of the Cross each 
Friday during Lent. This year, we will also be offering 
a live version during one of the regularly scheduled 
Friday evening Stations of the Cross. 

Another great prayer opportunity is to spend time 
in Adoration, which will be available after Mass each 
Wednesday during Lent. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. John O’Neill
Pastor

greatest attribute of God” (The words of Jesus to 
St. Faustina, The Diary of St. Faustina, 301).

“I think it’s going to be a very powerful, 
dynamic parish mission,” says parishioner, 
Justyna Creager, who is organizing the event. 
“Fr. Chris is a great speaker, so I want to make 
sure people don’t miss it.”

The message of Divine Mercy is a fitting 
focus during the season of Lent, as we seek 
to understand the depth of God’s love for 
humanity, and recollecting His suffering, death, 
and resurrected glory at Easter. In addition, the 
Church celebrates the end of the Easter Octave 
with Divine Mercy Sunday, as an opportunity to 
embrace God’s gift to us in a special way. 

“What better time to talk about Divine Mercy 
than in preparation for the Easter season and 
Divine Mercy Sunday?” Justyna says. “It’s 
perfect to do it in Lent.

“Lent is a great time for reflection, prayer and 
renewal,” she adds. “It’s an opportunity to refocus, 
working on our relationship with God. I would like 
to invite and encourage everybody to come to this 
Divine Mercy Lenten Mission as an opportunity 
not only to learn more and grow in faith, but also 
to deepen our understanding of God’s love and 
mercy, and to learn to be more merciful to others.”

Justyna hopes that all parishioners will 
attend the parish mission and bring others 
along, as well. Regardless of where someone is 
in their journey of faith, she assures that anyone 
can benefit from the message of Divine Mercy. 

“This is for everybody,” Justyna says. “It’s 
for fallen-away Catholics and for people who go 
to daily Mass — everybody has a need for mercy. 
If you feel pretty good about your resolutions for 
this Lent, or if you feel lacking in that area, this 

mission will be full of graces and benefits. It will 
transform you. It’s your chance to start anew.”

Lent is the perfect time to step back from the 
routine of our busy lives, to focus on our faith 
and growing in our understanding of the love of 
God, Who sacrificed Himself for us. 

“It’s hard — we all have commitments, we 
have kids, we have families, we have elderly 
parents we take care of, but if not now, when?” 
Justyna says. “Let’s get our priorities straight 
and prepare ourselves to celebrate Easter, with 
our hearts open as wide as possible for all the 
graces that God will offer to us through this 
Easter season and through Divine Mercy.

“Divine Mercy is a very simple message,” she 
adds. “But it can transform your heart.”

A STEWARD’S GUIDE TO Lenten Commitments
A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

If you would like more information on our upcoming Lenten Mission,
or if you would like to volunteer to help with this special event, 

please contact Justyna Creager at 210-792-5282 or justynkao@yahoo.com. 

“Lent is a great time for 
reflection, prayer and renewal. 
It’s an opportunity to refocus, 
working on our relationship 
with God. I would like to invite 
and encourage everybody to 
come to this Divine Mercy Lenten 
Mission as an opportunity not 
only to learn more and grow in 
faith, but also to deepen our 
understanding of God’s love and 
mercy, and to learn to be more 
merciful to others.” 
— JUSTYNA CREAGER
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LEARNING TO BE “MORE MARY THAN MARTHA”: MEET NANCY DYKSTRA

Looking back, parishioner, Nancy Dykstra, 
credits her faith to her father and her first-

grade teacher, Sister Marie. 
“I learned about my faith from my father, who 

was an OB/GYN in the Navy,” Nancy says. “When 
I was about 16, he said, ‘If any of your friends get 
pregnant and they don’t have medical care, I will 
take care of them.’ That was my touchstone of 
what Catholicism was like. My dad always went 
to Mass and we always went to Mass. He didn’t 
talk about his faith — he just lived his faith.

“I also adored my first-grade teacher, Sister 
Marie,” she adds. “The woman taught me to read 
and opened the world for me. She probably gave 
me my bedrock basis of faith.”

But the path of faith has not always been a 
smooth one for Nancy. In college, and then the 
military, she fell away from the Church, and 
didn’t find herself drawn back until she was 
pregnant with her first child.

“I went to Mass when it was convenient and 
when I got married, it was a Catholic ceremony, 
because I knew I wanted to raise my kids 
Catholic,” she says. “When I became pregnant, I 
found myself in Mass thinking, ‘How am I going 
to pass this on to my children when I don’t even 
know what I’m doing?’ My pregnancy brought 
me back into practicing my Catholic faith.”

While she had committed herself to practicing 
the faith, the struggles of being a military wife, 
family illnesses and other challenges led Nancy 
to bitterness.  

“You would’ve thought this would’ve turned 
me to Christ, on my knees, but it made me 
angry,” she says. 

Nancy moved to Bartlesville with her family in 
the early ‘90s, and after several years of feeling at 
home in a neighboring parish, joined St. John’s 
upon enrolling her children in the school. She 

quickly jumped into serving at our church and 
school, and has been involved in many ways 
over the years. From being active in the school 
when her children were young, to singing in the 
choir and serving as a cantor, to working with 
landscaping, gardening, maintenance and more, 
Nancy has always found herself identifying with 
Martha from the Gospel story. 

But it wasn’t until Lent, several years ago 
that Nancy’s faith began to grow from just being 
involved in service, to understanding that God 

also wanted a relationship with her. It started 
with reading a Matthew Kelly book, which 
turned into signing up for emails from Dynamic 
Catholic, which led to her participating in their 
Best Lent Ever program. 

“I needed more, but I couldn’t figure out 
where more was,” Nancy says. “But I read the 
book, looked at the emails every day, and I made 
an effort to go to the Stations of the Cross, for 
the first time in my life. It was a big struggle 
of my going against my own wishes, my own 
comfort, my own busyness — but the more I did 
that, the deeper I went into my faith. And as I 
learned more about my faith, I was more eager 
to learn about my faith. Looking back, I can see 
the Holy Spirit working.”

In addition to learning more about her faith 
and growing in prayer, Nancy also felt the Holy 
Spirit guiding her to begin a women’s faith group, 
meeting regularly to support and encourage one 
another.

“I think it was the Holy Spirit that said, ‘You 
need a faith group,’” Nancy says. “I need women 
around me who are walking the same journey.”

Since then, Nancy’s reaction to suffering 
has changed drastically. Now, rather than 
finding herself bitter and angry at difficult 
circumstances, including struggles with adult 
children, health challenges, and more, Nancy 
finds opportunities to surrender her plans and 
desires, seeking to trust in her Heavenly Father’s 
love and care. 

“What I discovered was that prayer gets you 
through everything,” Nancy says. “It’s not my 
time, it’s God’s time.”

Nancy encourages others to take the time to 
slow down, especially in Lent, and allow God to 
speak and begin working in your life. 

“Now I sit down and I try to pray every 
morning, and I try to go to Reconciliation once 
a month,” Nancy says. “I don’t make it all the 
time, but I try. I know I need to be more Mary 
than Martha.

“The Holy Spirit has His fingerprints all over 
my life and He has His fingerprints all over your 
life — all you have to do is look,” she adds. “I’m just 
learning the truth of the saying that ‘God made me 
to be His companion and to walk with Him.’”

For more information on how you can grow in your faith this Lent, please refer to the parish 
bulletin and our parish website at www.stjohn-bartlesville.org. You may also learn more about 

some of Nancy’s favorite resources for growing in faith on your own at www.dynamiccatholic.com. 

“The Holy Spirit has His fingerprints all over my life and He has 
His fingerprints all over your life — all you have to do is look.

I’m just learning the truth of the saying that ‘God made me
to be His companion and to walk with Him.’” 

— NANCY DYKSTRA

Nancy Dykstra encourages others to take the time to slow 
down, especially in Lent, and allow God to speak and begin 

working in your life.
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The liturgical year is such a gift to us. As we turn 
the pages of the calendar, reflecting on the life of 

Christ, we have the opportunity to consider the most 
sublime events in the history of mankind. Of these 
events, perhaps none is more beautiful and worthy of 
contemplation than the one we are about to commem-
orate — Jesus’ sacrifice of Himself for us on the Cross.

It is fitting and, at the same time, paradoxical. It is 
fitting that God should do it, because only an infinite 
God could rid us of the infinite debt we owed by our 
sin. It is paradoxical that He not only did it, but want-
ed to do it out of pure love for us, His lowly creatures. 
What is Jesus trying to show us? Even more stagger-
ing, what is He really asking when He exhorts us, in 
turn, to take up our cross and follow Him?

Jesus freely gave His life for the Church, and He 
calls us to do the same. Some of us may, in fact, give 
our entire lives for the Church. But for most of us, 
this giving takes place by a series of daily actions, both 
large and small, of Christ-like, sacrificial love — spe-
cifically, by giving our time, talent and treasure for the 
good of the Church. Yet, by joining these actions with 
His, we have the chance to participate in that very 
same sacrifice. This month, let us take the time to ex-
amine our hearts and actions in light of Jesus’ as we 
journey with Him toward the Cross.

Jesus gave Himself unselfishly and excessively. 
Consider the manner of His sacrifice — one drop 

of Christ’s blood would have been more than sufficient 

to save the entire human race, and yet Our Lord Jesus 
chose to shed every last bit. From start to finish, Jesus 
showed us by His passion that He wanted to do more 
than what was merely sufficient. If there was more He 
could give, He gave it. He never stopped to count the 
cost or to look for what He could get in return.

Jesus made His sacrifice a supreme act of love for 
the Church. 

Counter-cultural even to this day, Jesus actually 
upheld sacrifice as desirable — the most perfect way 
to show our love: “No one has greater love than this, 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (Jn. 15:13). In 
His infinite wisdom, Jesus now offers this path to us 
as the way to holiness: “If anyone wishes to come after 
me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me” (Lk. 9:23).

Jesus gave Himself willingly and even joyfully. 
“No one takes [My life] from me, but I lay it down 

on my own. I have power to lay it down, and power to 
take it up again” (Jn. 10:18). At the first Eucharist, 
Jesus even went so far as to say, “I have eagerly de-
sired to eat this Passover with you” (Lk. 22:15). Need-
less to say, the Passover sacrifice to which Jesus re-
ferred was not a symbolic one, but was in fact His 
very Body and Blood He would give for us through 
the sacrifice of the Cross.

Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make our hearts 
more like Yours.

Lectors Ministry Draws Parishioners into 
Deeper Relationship with ChristStewardship       of the CrossStewardship       of the CrossStewardship       of the Cross

A LENTEN STEWARDSHIP PRAYER
“O my God, teach me to be generous: to serve You as You deserve to be served; 

to give without counting the cost; to fight without fear of being wounded; to work 
without seeking rest; and to spend myself without  expecting any reward, but the 

knowledge that I am doing Your Holy will.” — ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA

Although the consecration and reception 
of the Holy Eucharist is unquestioningly 

the pinnacle of the Mass, the Liturgy of the 
Word also plays a crucial role in our worship 
experience. For when the Sacred Scriptures are 
proclaimed during Mass, as stated in the General 
Instruction of the Roman Missal, “God himself 
speaks to His people, and Christ, present in His 
word, proclaims the Gospel.” Thus, the role of 
the lector is simply to become God’s instrument, 
joyfully proclaiming God’s Word to His people.

“It’s an opportunity to proclaim the Word of God 
— a message inspired by the Holy Spirit through 
the writers of Sacred Scripture — to God’s people,” 
says Deacon Dan Pickett. “It’s something that goes 
much deeper than simply reading.”

The Lectors Ministry becomes, then, an 
opportunity to further draw parishioners — as 
well as the lectors themselves — into a deeper 
relationship with the Lord. However, to do this 
effectively, Deacon Dan says, a certain amount 
of preparation is required. After all, we can’t 

possibly help others understand something that 
we haven’t first internalized and understood 
ourselves. 

“I emphasize during trainings that the lector 
should understand and know the message of 
the reading well enough that he knows where 
to stop and which parts to emphasize,” Deacon 
Dan says. “This means that they should read 
the readings ahead of time — studying them, 
working to understand them, and practicing the 
inflections and the way the message is supposed 
to be given.”

Open to any practicing Catholic who has 
received the Sacrament of Confirmation, Deacon 
Dan says the ministry is a great way for both 
younger and older parishioners to get more 
actively involved in the faith. To get started, there 
is a brief training process where individuals will 
learn about the details of the ministry. 

“Trainings cover things like how to dress, the 
importance of preparation, reverence, and how 
to conduct oneself on the altar,” Deacon Dan 

continued on back cover

Bill Penquite is one of our loyal lectors. Lector, Irene Johnson, joyfully proclaiming the Word of God. 



LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday: 5 p.m. | Sunday: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m. (en Español)

Tuesday: 7 a.m. (chapel) | Wednesday: 5:15 p.m. (church) | Thursday: 7 a.m. (chapel), 7 p.m. (en Español)
Friday: 8:15 a.m. (church during school year/non-school days in chapel)

Reconciliation: Saturday: 4-4:45 p.m. | Sunday: 12:30-1:15 p.m.

Lectors Ministry continued from page 7
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says. “During that time I also get down which 
Mass they normally attend and if they are willing 
to lector at other Masses as well.” 

Once trained, lectors serve anywhere from every 
four to eight weeks, depending on the popularity of 
their chosen Mass time. And if a lector is ever unable 
to serve at his or her assigned Mass, there is always 
a list of substitutes who may be called upon.

By offering their time and talent through this 
ministry, Deacon Dan says parishioners are able 
to take a more active part in the sacred liturgy. 
He describes the ministry as a more public way 

to live out the faith, blessing both oneself and 
fellow parishioners in the process.

“Not only can you offer your time through 
this ministry — after all, you’re at Mass anyway 
— but it’s a way to express your faith and 
hopefully through your talent, the way you 
proclaim the Word with your voice, bring others 
closer to Jesus as well,” he says.  “It also gives 
parishioners an opportunity to more actively 
participate in the Mass — a way to be in front of 
their fellow parishioners, more publicly serving 
at the altar.”

Parishioners interested in joining this ministry may contact Deacon Dan Pickett
at dcn.dan.pickett@stjohn-bartlesville.org or 918-336-4353. 


