
All throughout Scripture, we read references to the 
glory of God, displayed in the beauty of nature. 

Here at St. John Before the Latin Gate, we hope to 
draw people into the beauty of our faith and parish 
community, by creating an outdoor environment 
that speaks to people of God’s glory in creation. 
Through the hard work and dedication of those 
who serve as part of our Landscaping Ministry, 
this is possible season after season. 

Parishioners Grace McWilliams and Nancy 
Dykstra began this ministry over two decades ago, 
as a way to use their love for gardening to serve and 
beautify the parish grounds. 

“Both Nancy and I have always loved to 
garden,” Grace says. “It’s wonderful to be so close 
to the church and have the opportunity to pray— 
to feel that thanksgiving, to honor your church, and try to make it inviting for 
others. It’s very rewarding for us.”

The small group cares for the planting and maintenance of the garden beds 
at the church, the rectory, as well as the school and teen house. The work 
involves clearing and preparing the beds each season, planting, watering and 
maintaining the gardens. Some of the students from the school, as well as the 
Boy Scouts, help with these projects. 

For Grace, not only is it an opportunity to get her hands in the dirt and do 
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Those involved with our 
Landscaping Ministry work hard to 
ensure that our garden beds and 

grounds remain beautiful.
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KEEPING THE FAITH 
DURING A CRISIS

During a visit to Croatia when 
he was pope, St. John Paul 

II proclaimed, “Do not abandon 
yourselves to despair. We are the 
Easter people, and Alleluia is our 
song.” Are we really the Easter 
people? I think we should be.

This is still the Easter season 
and it continues throughout this 
month until Pentecost Sunday, 
May 31. What does that mean, 
however, to be Easter people? 
Being an Easter person has 
much to do with how we view 
our faith and how we live it out. 
Stewardship people are Easter people. 

Jesus is so alive for us on Easter Sunday 
morning. He needs to be alive for us and in us every 
day, and certainly in these days that follow Easter. 
At the time of His Resurrection, His followers did not 
whisper “He is risen” — they shouted it and rejoiced! 
That is how we need to approach our faith as well. 

During Lent leading up to Easter, we did not 
use Alleluia in our liturgies. We put it away until 
Easter, and I missed it. But then, it made it even 
better when it came back over and over on Easter 
and throughout this Easter season. St. John 
Paul II was telling us all that we are not just an 
Easter people, but we are also an Alleluia people. 
We are called to exemplify Alleluia in everything 
we do. Think about it. Who is an Alleluia person? 
Certainly, it’s someone who seems to just brim over 
with	the	Good	News,	constantly	reflecting	the	joy	of	
being a Christian and a Catholic. It is also possible 
to be an Alleluia person in quiet ways, but others 

do need to see that God is alive in 
us in everything we do.

Easter began with the Easter 
Vigil, but it did not end on Easter. 
That was the beginning. One 
indication to us that Easter is 
going on right now is a change 
in how we identify the Sundays 
throughout May. For many years, 
the Sundays that followed Easter 
during the Easter season were 
called the “Sunday after Easter.” 
When the Church adopted the 
new liturgical calendar, that was 
changed to “Sunday of Easter.” 

Thus, we are not winding down from Easter — we 
are in the midst of it.

We became Easter people at our Baptisms. We 
should be Easter people every day and every week 
and during every season. Being an Easter person 
is acknowledging our call to discipleship and 
stewardship. We should begin and end everything 
with Alleluia. Alleluia — Hallelujah — means quite 
simply “Praise to God.” It is not just something 
we sing, chant or say. It is something we live. By 
living our lives in praise of God — stewardship is, 
after all, a way of life — we can be and are an 
Easter people. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. John O’Neill
Pastor

Adversity is a part of life. We may face family strife 
or	financial	issues.	We	may	experience	a	personal	

or family medical crisis. We may suffer the loss of a 
loved one.

The thought of not being able to attend Mass to 
receive the Precious Body and Blood of our Lord as a 
result of a crisis — such as the one we are experiencing 
today with the COVID-19 pandemic — is devastating. 

Right now, it may seem challenging to remain a 
faithful steward. We may even question our faith and 
wonder	how	to	find	God	during	these	turbulent	times.

Where do we turn?
First and foremost, we must pray without ceasing. 

During	 a	 difficult	 time,	 you	 can	 always	 turn	 to	 the	
Church’s treasury of prayer. Take time each day to 
read the daily Scripture readings — they can be found 
at USCCB.org, and then by selecting the date on the 
calendar on the home page. You can also use the 
many rich resources of our faith to engage in spiritual 
reflections	each	day	as	an	 individual	and	with	your	
family. This can include simple prayers like an Our 
Father and Hail Mary a few times a day, as well as 
praying the Rosary, the Liturgy of the Hours, and 
Stations of the Cross, among others. Many resources 
for these are easily found online.

It is also important to remember that at times 
when you cannot physically attend Mass, Sunday 
remains a holy day, and you are encouraged to pray. 
You can participate in prayer by way of televised or 
live-streamed Mass — one option for viewing daily 
Mass	 online	 can	 be	 found	 at	 www.wordonfire.org/
daily-mass.

During	 times	 of	 crisis,	 we	 must	 also	 find	 ways	
to use our talents to serve God. If you are unable 
to participate in ministries and serve your parish 
community, you can still use your talents to serve 
your family and those closest to you. Something as 
simple as calling to check on family and friends — or 
even doing a video call — can go a long way.

Finally, we must try to remain good stewards of 
our treasure. You may have lost your job or have seen 
a reduction in work hours and pay. But despite your 

hardships, a good steward must faithfully try his or 
her best to return a portion of your treasure to God 
however He is calling you to do so. Check the parish 
website for online giving opportunities and do what 
you can to return a portion of your treasure to God.

No matter the situation, God always remains 
faithful to us. Don’t forget that everything God gives 
us is a gift, and the way in which we share our gifts 
with God and our neighbor is ultimately how we give 
Him glory.

Are We Truly an Easter People?
A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

An Act of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present in the

Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive

You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
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DEACON JOE AND MARIA RICHARD REFLECT ON A LIFETIME OF FAITH

When	Deacon	Joe	and	Maria	Richard	first	met	
here in our parish almost 60 years ago, they 

could have never imagined all that God had in 
store for them — marriage, a nomadic lifestyle with 
the U.S. Air Force, three children (now joined by 
11 grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren), and 
an ordination to the permanent diaconate. When 
Deacon Joe retired from the military in 1979, the 
couple returned to Bartlesville. For years, they 
have served our parish and inspired us all with 
their strong commitment to the faith and to the 
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

It	was	actually	Maria’s	mother	who	first	spotted	
Deacon Joe at church one day. While he was 
stationed with the Air Force at Radar Hill, Deacon 
Joe would regularly attend Mass here with his 
friend, Tom. One Sunday morning, Maria’s mother 
joked to her daughters, “Look at those two good-
looking young men!” Maria later met Deacon Joe 
through a friend, and the two became the second 
couple to be married in our parish’s “new” church 
building in 1961.

Years later, the Richards were living in Spokane, 
Wash., when Maria heard that the church had begun 
instituting permanent deacons. She suggested that 
Deacon Joe look into the program. After a period 
of discernment followed by studies at Gonzaga 
University and Bishop White Seminary, Deacon Joe 
was ordained to the permanent diaconate in 1979.

Deacon Joe is now retired but continues to help 
out at the church often. Over his four decades of 
service as a deacon, one of the things he has found 
the most rewarding is being with people through 
some	of	their	most	difficult	days.	

“In 1983, I took a two-semester course on 
ministry to the sick and dying, and I have done that 
ever since,” Deacon Joe says. “I became a chaplain 
and visited the hospitals. Sometimes I was called at 
3 in the morning and told someone was dying, and 
I would minister to the sick and their family. Being 
with the family was my favorite part.”

While her husband served the Church as a 
deacon, Maria was kept busy in her own vocation, 
raising three children and serving her parish and 
local community. Both together and as individuals, 
the Richards have served countless ministries 
here at St. John Before the Latin Gate, including 
Eucharistic Ministry, visits to the homebound, 
Funeral Dinners, Respect Life, Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA), Prayer Chain, Divine 
Mercy, the Food Pantry, the Rosarians, and the 
Knights of Columbus. 

The roots of the couple’s strong Catholic faith 
go back to their own upbringings, as different as 
they may be. Deacon Joe was one of 11 children 
raised by French-speaking Catholic parents in 
Forked Island, La. When the family later moved less 
than an hour away to Crowley, Deacon Joe had to 
relearn everything from his early school years in 
the English language. The family’s nightly Rosary, 
however, was still said in French.

On those same evenings, in Fairfax, Okla., the 

Rosary was also being said by Maria, her parents, 
and her seven siblings — though in their house, 
prayers were in Spanish. Everything changed for the 
family when Maria’s father was killed in an accident 
when Maria was 8 years old. Her mother moved 
the family to Bartlesville to be close to relatives 
and opened a Mexican restaurant to support them 
all. Despite working long, exhausting hours, she 
always made time for helping out around St. John 
and encouraged her children to do so as well. 

With their strong Catholic upbringings, both 
Deacon Joe and Maria knew it was important to pass 
their faith down to their own children. Faith was 
the foundation of family life and has strengthened 
their marriage through good times and bad. 

“Raising our children in the faith was very 
important to us,” Deacon Joe says. “It’s important 
to have that faith as you’re growing up to give 
you direction.”

“A long marriage takes a lot of faith, of course, 
and a lot of patience,” Maria adds. “Just to have 
faith in your life makes all the difference. And I 
believe you need to have a church family, and be 
very much involved in the church yourself. I think 
that has an awful lot to do with it.”

For Maria, life without faith would be downright 
impossible. 

“Without God in your life, you are not living, 
you’re only existing,” she says. “That’s what Mama 

always told us — without God in your life, you’re 
only existing, like the rock that lays in the road. 
He is my life and my salvation, and He is always 
there. And that’s a love that is unconditional. I’ve 
had beautiful moments of that love in my life.” 

Though Deacon Joe and Maria have had to 
step down from many of their ministries and 
activities as they have gotten older, they still love 
to serve at St. John in any way they can. Their 
willingness to continue sharing their time, talent 
and treasure with the Church after decades of 
service stems from their immense gratitude for 
the many gifts received.

“I love my parish,” Maria says. “They are my 
family and they just mean so much to me. I could 
not live and do the things I do if it weren’t for my 
family at St. John.”

These days, the Richards are thankful to see 
that the Holy Spirit is alive and well here in our 
parish, signaling a vibrant future for our faith 
community.

“That love that God has for us was so alive 
at one time, and I see that coming back now 
in the younger generations,” Maria says. “The 
parishioners are beginning to celebrate one 
another and that is beautiful. It’s a good reminder 
of what it used to be when I was growing up, and 
it’s coming in that full circle once more. We will 
cling to one another.”

“God is Always There”

For years, Deacon Joe and Maria Richard have served our 
parish and inspired us all with their strong commitment to the 

faith and to the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

“Without God in your life, you are not living, you’re only 
existing. That’s what Mama always told us — without 

God in your life, you’re only existing, like the rock that 
lays in the road. He is my life and my salvation, and He 
is always there. And that’s a love that is unconditional. 

I’ve had beautiful moments of that love in my life.” 
— MARIA RICHARD
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THE BIBLE
The Textbook of Stewardship

Have you ever wished that life came with an 
instruction manual? What a valuable resource 

that would be, especially in this time of pandemic! 
Whenever	you	find	yourself	running	in	circles,	this	
instruction manual would give you step-by-step 
instructions	on	how	to	fix	the	problem	and	reroute	
your course.

Well, here’s some good news. For those living a 
Christian life, there is such a manual — the Bible.

Sometimes referred to as the “textbook of 
stewardship,” the Bible is a bountiful resource for the 
present-day Christian. Written by anointed prophets 
and sages, this collection of divinely inspired parables, 
poems and letters is full of testimonials that express 
the blessings that come from true discipleship, 
conveyed through lives of stewardship. 

Stewardship is not a new concept. The Bible 
gives proof to this claim through passages such as 
the 26th chapter of the Book of Deuteronomy. We 
read Moses’ words, as he tells the Israelites to offer 
the choicest portions of their harvest to God: “When 
you have come into the land which the LORD, your 
God, is giving you as a heritage, and have taken 
possession	and	settled	in	it,	you	shall	take	some	first	
fruits of the various products of the soil which you 
harvest from the land the LORD, your God, is giving 
you; put them in a basket and go to the place which 
the LORD, your God, will choose as the dwelling 
place for his name… ‘Now, therefore, I have brought 
the	first	fruits	of	the	products	of	the	soil	which	you,	
LORD, have given me.’ You shall set them before the 
LORD, your God, and you shall bow down before the 
LORD, your God” (Dt 26:1-2, 10).

St.	 Paul	 briefly	 touches	 on	 the	 essence	 of	
stewardship when he said, “In every way I have 
shown you that by hard work of that sort we must 

help the weak, and keep in mind the words of the 
Lord Jesus who himself said, ‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive’” (Acts 20:35).

Again, in St. Paul’s second letter to the 
Corinthians, we read about living a life of Christian 
stewardship: “Whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. Each must do as already 
determined, without sadness or compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:6-7).

While this is well and good, what does it mean 
for the present-day Christian? Why should it 
matter that the Bible alludes to stewardship in 
various passages? It shows us that Christians and 
Jews	have	 struggled	with	 and	benefited	 from	 the	
concept of stewardship for thousands of years. It 
ties the message of stewardship to the role of a 
Christian disciple. It gives proof that stewardship 
and discipleship go hand-in-hand. It offers 
encouragement to us, that stewardship is in fact a 
foundational component of the Christian life, a way 
of life that one of the founding fathers of the Church 
— St. Paul — preached about and advocated.

The Bible is indeed the textbook of stewardship. 
It lays out the steps we must take to become true 
disciples of Christ. Reading and meditating upon 
God’s Word is always a fruitful exercise. Those who 
regularly delve into Scripture often develop a deeper 
understanding of Who God is, how and why He loves 
us, and how we can show Him our love in return.

As you strive to become a grateful steward and 
live the life of Christian discipleship, develop a love 
for Sacred Scripture. Allow God’s Word to nourish 
your soul regularly, and watch as stewardship 
changes from a foreign concept to an integral 
component of your daily life.

Staying Connected WITH ST. JOHN 
BEFORE THE LATIN GATE WHILE 

MAINTAINING SOCIAL DISTANCING

While we all ache for the day when we can once again 
gather for Mass, it has been very encouraging to 

have so many people working hard to stay connected and 
engaged in their faith during this pandemic. From the 
children of St. John School who joined Fr. John for an 
“all-school Mass,” to the hundreds of people around the 
world who have been joining us remotely for daily Mass, to 
the almost 1,000 people who joined us for Theology After 
Hours on Facebook, it is awesome to see people taking 
these opportunities to grow in their faith. Below, please 
find	some	easy	ways	to	stay	connected	as	we	continue	to	
maintain social distancing.  

• Live Mass, Monday-Friday at 7 a.m., and on Saturday 
and Sunday at 9 a.m. on our Facebook page: 
Facebook.com/St-John-Catholic-Church-
Bartlesville-OK-176828212328816/ 

• Live Spanish Mass, Monday-Friday at 6 p.m., and 
on Saturday and Sunday at 11 a.m. on our Spanish 
Facebook page: 
Facebook.com/IglesiadeSanJuanBartlesvilleOK/ 

• Confession is being offered Saturday afternoon from 
4 to 5 p.m., and Sunday from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m., or 
until everyone has been seen while observing social 
distancing 

• Visit stjohn-bartlesville.org/live-recorded-masses 
to view archived versions of every Mass that has been 
streamed live, as well as helpful prayer links including 
an Act of Spiritual Communion  

• To donate to our parish online, visit 
stjohn-bartlesville.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities 
Also be sure to check Facebook and our website 
regularly for additional opportunities.

Two of the Urban girls recognizing Fr. John 
during a Lenten Mass

Fr. John, via cell phone, leading prayer with a group 
outside Jane Phillips Hospital as they pray for their 

friend suffering from COVID-19



LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday: 5 p.m. | Sunday: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m. (en Español)

Tuesday: 7 a.m. (chapel) | Wednesday: 5:15 p.m. (church) | Thursday: 7 a.m. (chapel), 7 p.m. (en Español)
Friday: 8:15 a.m. (church during school year/non-school days in chapel)

Reconciliation: Saturday: 4-4:45 p.m. | Sunday: 12:30-1:15 p.m.

Nurturing God’s Creation continued from front cover
something she enjoys, but it’s also a chance to spend 
time in silence and prayer just outside of the church. 

“I think there’s a great deal to be said about the 
Presence of Christ in the tabernacle,” Grace says. 
“I love being close to the church. Especially when 
I’m there alone, I have nothing to do but pray and 
clean. The light is always on in the church and 
when you’re close to the light, it warms your heart.

“I’m not good at speaking in front of groups or 
teaching, but maybe that’s why I’m drawn to this — 
this has its own speech,” she adds. “This all comes 
from God — it’s not from man. We can nurture the 
garden and put plans in place, but we’re relying on 
God to create the beauty in that garden.”

Grace encourages other parishioners to consider 
becoming involved in the ministry, whether on their 

own, with their family, or as part of a group. The time 
commitment	is	flexible	and	based	on	your	schedule,	
once you have an overview of what needs to be done 
in	the	particular	flower	beds.	For	some,	it’s	the	perfect	
way to serve and include the whole family.

“We’re trying to bring more people into being 
consistently involved in this,” Grace says.  

“Many hands make small work, and when you 
have an hour or two, you can go and do some little 
chores, or pick a bed and work on that.

	 “It’s	not	anything	that’s	difficult	to	do	—	it’s	
giving time and it’s a learning experience for kids,” 
she adds. “This is easy. You don’t have to dress 
up, bring a dish or feel like you have to visit all 
the time. Some of my best memories are that time 
alone and it’s heartwarming to see the results.”

715 S. Johnstone Ave.  | Bartlesville, OK 74003  
Office:	(918)	336-4353	|	www.stjohn-bartlesville.org

If you would like more information, or to become involved in the Landscaping Ministry, 
please contact Grace McWilliams at gracie.mcwilliams@gmail.com. 


